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MRCA is a local government public entity 

established in 1985 pursuant to the Joint 

Powers Act. The MRCA is a local partnership 

between the Santa Monica Mountains 

Conservancy, which is a state agency 

established by the Legislature, and the 

Conejo Recreation and Park District and the 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 

both of which are local park agencies 

established by the vote of the people in those 

communities.  

 

The MRCA is dedicated to the preservation 

and management of local open space and 

parkland, watershed lands, trails, and wildlife 

habitat. The MRCA manages and provides 

ranger services for over 70,000 acres of 

public lands and parks that it owns and that 

are owned by the Santa Monica Mountains 

Conservancy or other agencies and provides 

comprehensive education and interpretation 

programs for the public. 



MRCA Urban Projects and Watershed Planning Division 



28% of all Californians live in Los Angeles County 



Tujunga Wash Stream Restoration 



Tujunga Wash Stream Restoration 







 1 mile long linear 

greenway 

 

Diverts and collects 325,000 

gallons/day from Tujunga 

Wash (1.18 billion gallons/yr) 

 

Infiltrates 15,857,790 cubic ft 

(362 acre ft) of water per 

year. 

 

Sustains 724 households 

annual water needs  

 

Partnership with Los Angeles 

County Flood Control District 

(LACFCD). 

 

 The U.S. Army Corps is 

replicating this project 

upstream. This can be 

replicated all over Los 

Angeles County. 

 

 

Before 

After 

Tujunga Wash Stream Restoration 









 

Pacoima Wash Bikeway 



1.6 miles 

.6 miles 

1.05 miles 

Linking Urban Communities to the Mountains 

 

 
 



Pacoima Wash – Existing Conditions 

 Voluntary Trail -  Being used by students and community  



Currently unsafe 

Limited access for patrol 

Pacoima Wash – Existing Conditions 

 



Pacoima Health / Parks 

• 48% Child Obesity Rate (3 times 
the county average) 

 

• 20% Asthma 

 

• 6% Diabetes 

 

• 54-acres of parks per 1,000 
residents 

 

• Ideal ratio of parks to population 
would be 600 acres of park space 
to 1,000 residents 

 



Vision 



Vision 



Vision 



Pacoima Wash Natural Park 

 



Pacoima Wash Natural Park - Design 

 



Stormwater BMPs 



Before 

 



After 

 



Challenges of Implementation 

• Funding and timing 

• Maintaining consensus by City 

Council and public; momentum, 

direction 

• Sharing the Load--Joint effort 

between the City, MRCA and the 

County to secure Federal and 

State Funds 

• Partnerships can address: lack of 

staffing, funding, direction 

• Operations, Maintenance and 

Programming 

o Recreation and Community 

Services 

o Los Angeles Unified School 

District-Student Volunteers 

o County of Los Angeles 
 

 



Benefits  
 

(5-acre site) 

 
 

 

Pacoima Wash Natural Park  

Public Access 
• Improve existing and create new 

access 
  

Manage and Treat Stormwater Runoff  

• Collects and Treats 33-acres of  

urban runoff. 

• Stores 7.98 acre ft. = 2,600,294 

gallons of water per year. 

  
Ecosystem and Habitat Restoration 
• Increase capacity for wildlife 

movement  
• Create habitat for wildlife with 

native plants 
  
Recreation 
• Provide open space in residential 

neighborhood 
• Health benefits   
  
Education- Opportunities for learning 
by exposure to nature 


